
IRB Review Flowchart 

 
Note: Research projects may not begin until IRB approval is obtained.  
Some approved projects may require continuing review and reapproval.  
Changes to approved projects, including those determined as Exempt, must be reviewed by the IRB. In some cases, the 
nature of the change may require that a different level of review is required (e.g., change from Expedited to Full review).  
Process for Continuing Review described in IRB Policy.  
Departmental Review Board (DRB) process described in IRB Policy. DRBs may only review Expedited or certain types of 
Full Review proposals.  

 

Primary Investigator (PI) 
submits project proposal to 

www.irbnet.org  

IRB Administrator receives notification of proposal 
submission. Verifies IRB Training for all investigators.  

Determines level of review required.  

IRB Administrator 
determines project is 
Expedited. IRB Admin 
& IRB Chair (or other 
IRB member) review 

project. 

IRB Administrator 
determines project 

requires Full 
Committee Review.  

IRB Committee 
receives project 

proposal.  

IRB Committee meets 
to review and vote on 

proposal. 
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Proposal 
approved, with or 

without 
conditions.  

Information or 
Modifications 

required.  
PI receives letter 

stating information 
needed and/or 

changes required to 
obtain approval. 

Exempt Review 

IRB Administrator 
determines project is 

Exempt.  

PI submits revised 
proposal via 

IRBNet.  
 

Expedited or Full 
Review process 

continues.  

Proposal 
approved, 

with or 
without 

conditions.  

Information 
or 

Modifications 
required. 

Project Disapproved  

IRB Administrator 
issues Exemption 

letter to PI.  

If eligible, 
project 

routed to 
DRB for 
review. 
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